CHAPTER VI

THE LIFE OF POVERTY
Article 22

The truly poor in spirit, following the example of the Lord, live in this world as pilgrims and strangers.

Reflection:
In our world, where the acquisition of material goods symbolizes suc​cess in the eyes of many, we are reminded during this Lenten season by Francis' words that this is not what will make us successful or heirs of the kingdom of God. Instead he tells us: "The truly poor in spirit, fol​lowing the example of the Lord, live in this world as pilgrims and strangers;" and continues by saying: "They neither appropriate nor de​fend anything as their own. So excellent is this most high poverty that it makes us heirs and rulers of the kingdom of heaven." In a world with so many uncertainties, we often tend to amass material possessions as our security blanket.
Throughout this Lenten season, we are being challenged to let go of the familiar if it hinders our spiritual growth. As difficult as it is to be a stranger and pilgrim in this world, how much more difficult it is not to defend or appropriate anything as our own. Yet, as a follower of Francis we know that our life on earth is valuable and essential to our spiritual growth only as pilgrims. If we become too rooted or attached to what the world has to offer, we lose sight of why we are here, and are often unable to hear God's call.
The questions to ponder after "hearing" Francis' words in Article 22 are "What am I clinging to that is impeding my spiritual journey at this time? What prevents me from hearing God's call?
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